This is a paper I wrote for my 5 pillar Certification.  I’m listing it because it took some real soul searching to think through and finalize, but it was well worth the time and effort.  What do you want your seven lessons to be?
The Seven-Lesson Home School Teacher
Melanie Ballard

I enjoyed patting myself on the back as I read John Taylor Gatto’s article, The Seven-Lesson School Teacher.  I congratulated myself for home schooling my children, and not subjecting them to public school and its damaging lessons.  


But then I thought, “What would John Taylor Gatto write about what I teach?”  I was sobered as I analyzed the substance of my own lessons.  Along with Gatto, I teach Emotional Dependency, Intellectual Dependency, and Provisional Self-Esteem, followed by several unproductive lessons of my own creation.  Replacing the educational system is not enough—I must replace the content as well—but with what?  What are the most important things to learn?  What do my children need to know to be prepared for their future?  
After much thought and inspiration I have decided on these new seven lessons I want my children to know:
( I Am Loved.  Despite my mistakes, my inherent flaws, and even spurts of rebellion—I am loved.  Nothing I do will separate me from my parent’s love.  Feeling my parents love helps me feel God’s love.  God’s love and my devotion to Him is the entire basis of my self-esteem.
( I seek for truth rather than just knowledge.  Information can be used for good and evil.  It can be twisted, incomplete and misleading.  Only real truth is truly useful.  It forms a solid foundation for building my life that will last through the trends and tides of the latest research.  Truth comes from only one source—God.  He may use many paths to reveal truth, but it all comes from Him.  He will reveal His truths as I pay the price to know. 
( My Life Has Purpose.  In addition to God’s laws and commandments that apply to all mankind, I have specific tasks to perform that are uniquely mine.  I will spend my time, talents, and energies seeking out and fulfilling what I have promised my Heavenly Father I will do. 
( Willingness and hard work mean more than talent and ability.  The way to accomplish my unique purpose, and the power to do so, will be given if my loyalty and dedication are solid.  This does not mean the path will be easy or the reward unearned, but the mountain will be summitted if I choose to climb. 
( Humility is essential.  All knowledge, talents, gifts and power come from God.  Even the abilities to breath, think, and act are not mine, but given to me.  Therefore, I can claim no source of pride.  Pride dams my progress, placing walls between me and God.  It is Satan’s best tool among the “righteous” people.  It is extremely seductive, and supremely subtle.  Gratitude is the key to humility.
( I live to serve.  Charity and service are the purposes of all my talent, hard work, and loyalty.  Devotion to God is directly reflected by my love and service to my family, fellowmen and even enemy.  In service and charity lie the work and the reward of life. 

( Abrahamic sacrifice(s) will be required.  My loyalty to God will be tested, and refined until it is broken or proven to be above all other loyalties.  The reward of passing the test is the knowledge that my commitment to God is real—that He truly has a servant in me.
Teaching these lessons is more challenging that discovering them.  My example is the greatest teacher.  How I spend my time, the environment of my home, and most importantly, my use of the Spirit, are my prime tools of influence.  It is truly not enough to avoid the pitfalls of others, namely public education.  I must reach higher ground and divine sources to raise my children to become what they are to be. 
